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March 4, 2019 

 

The Honorable Nancy Skinner 

Chair, Senate Public Safety Committee 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Re:  Senate Bill 23 (Wiener): Unlawful entry of a vehicle – Support 

 

Dear Chair Skinner: 

 

On behalf of the California Travel Association, CalTravel, I am writing to support Senate Bill 

23. A bill that will help to protect tourist and locals from vehicle break-ins.  

 

Under current law, prosecutors must prove a car door was locked as part of a break-in. 

Unfortunately, when a car break-in happens to a tourist, they are unlikely to return for the trial; 

thus, a key piece of evidence is missing. SB 23 will help remedy this issue by expanding the 

definition of vehicle burglary to include entering a vehicle by forced entry.  

 

CalTravel takes extraordinary pride in the various activities and adventures our members have to 

offer tourist to our state, but when something like a vehicle break-in happens their experience 

becomes less than ideal.  Less tourist to our state means less revenues for vital public services. In 

fact, in 2017 the tourism industry in California generated $132.4 billion in spending that supported over 

1.1 million jobs and generated $10.9 billion in state and local taxes to support vital public services. SB 

23 will not only help to equip law enforcement with the tools needed to combat car burglaries, 

but also to help ensure all visitors have a positive experience in California.  

 

For these reasons and more, CalTravel supports SB 23.   

 

Sincerely,    

 
Barbara Newton 

President and CEO 

California Travel Association 

 

cc: The Honorable Scott Wiener, Author 

 The Honorable Members, Senate Public Safety Committee  

 Gabriel Caswell, Counsel, Senate Public Safety Committee  

 Eric Csizmar, Republican Policy Consultant, Senate Public Safety Committee  
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