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CalTravel PAC Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What purpose do PACs 

serve in California 

government? 

Elect candidates to public office and support those in office who appreciate 
the importance of the travel industry in California and are supportive of 
policies that improve the business conditions of the industry and encourage 
tourism. 
 

Why is it important for 

CalTravel to have a strong 

PAC to be an effective 

advocate? 

 

Elected officials decide many policy issues that impact the industry: zoning 
and building codes, permitting, taxes, labor and employment rules.  

How can PACs be used? 

 

 

 

 

Restrictions? 

Direct contributions to state and local candidates and legislators, fundraising 
events (in-kind/non-monetary contributions) for state and local candidates, 
contributions to other PACs and political party committees, independent 
expenditures, travel for PAC staff, board, officers to attend fundraising events. 
 
Tax issue: ballot measure advocacy is lobbying and not part of the exempt 
purpose of Section 527 tax exemption. 
 

How does CalTravel PAC 

compare to other 

associations? 

It is medium sized. Large PACs are those sponsored by the major unions, 
dentists, realtors, hospitals, CalChamber. Many smaller PACs raise and spend 
< $50,000 per year. 
 
State PAC records are public on the Secretary of State’s CalAccess website. 
Private organization also offer different ways of looking at the data – 
MapLight (SOS Power Search). 
 

What are the regulations 

regarding inviting 

legislators and other 

public officials to PAC 

events? 

The PAC is permitted to offer every public official 2 free tickets to attend a 
PAC fundraising event, and the tickets are exempt from the gift rules (not 
reportable, not subject to the gift limit) and aren’t a contribution to the 
candidate. Tickets offered by a sponsor in excess of 2 are valued according 
to the benefit received (food, beverage, entertainment, items given out). 
 

What do we need to be 

aware of when 

communicating about the 

PAC? 

Never connect any PAC donation to any policy decision, past or pending – 
PAC contributions are not rewards or inducements for a public official voting 
in a particular way. 
 
Be aware of timing – an important bill in a committee hearing or floor vote 
and delivery of contributions or fundraising events 
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